
A New Era for Care:  Celebrating the Opening  
of the New West Lincoln Memorial Hospital 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Community That Fought and Funded Its Hospital 
The new West Lincoln Memorial Hospital is the result of a community that not only fought for its hospital 
but also funded it. For decades, residents of West Niagara rallied to protect local healthcare, 
demonstrating an unwavering belief in WLMH’s future. That same spirit of determination carried through 
the fundraising campaigns that followed. Donors, service clubs, municipalities, businesses, and 
individuals ensured that quality healthcare remains close to home, today and for generations to come. 

 
“Thank you to every person who held onto hope when timelines shifted, when 
challenges seemed insurmountable, and when the finish line felt out of reach.  Thank 
you, neighbours, families, donors, leaders and caregivers who poured their passion, 
resilience, and love into, making this hospital a reality.  Tonight, we don’t just open a 
building, we open the door to a future our community dreamed of, fought for, and truly 
deserves.  My deepest gratitude to you all.” — Pamela Ellens, Executive Director, 
WLMH Foundation 
 

Donor Commitment: The Cornerstone of Local Care 
Philanthropy has always been central to WLMH’s story. The Investing in Life Campaign, co-chaired by 
Norm Beal and Debbie Zimmerman, laid the foundation for decades of donor support. The more recent 
Take It to the Finish Campaign, led by Andrew Smith, ensured the community’s local share for the new 
hospital was fully funded. 
 

“This hospital stands as a symbol to what can be achieved through collective 
determination and generosity.  The journey has been remarkable: Our progress has 
been driven by philanthropic support, volunteerism, and steadfast belief in this project. 
Every contribution financial, personal, and collaborative has shaped this success. I think 
back to the early campaign days, the excitement, the challenge, and the belief that our 
small-town hospital could inspire such immense support. It did, because of all of you.” 
— Kevin Antonides, Chair WLMH Foundation (2019 to Present) 
 

A Legacy of Advocacy and Action 
The journey spans decades of unwavering leadership. Rev. Jim Dowden galvanized the community in 
the early years, culminating in the powerful 1997 candlelight vigil—now forever honoured in the new Hall 
of Honour.  Advocacy continued through the determination of Tony Joosse, Cindy Toth, and Dr. Tom 
Estall, who carried the Save and Rebuild movement forward until redevelopment became reality. 



 
"From signing petitions to placing lawn signs to advocating with the province and local health system 
officials, the effort to build and complete the new West Lincoln Memorial Hospital has been a team effort 
from the beginning. Today's grand opening is a celebration of what happens when a community rallies 
around a local cause and never gives up." — Tony Joosse, Co-Chair of the Save and Rebuild WLMH 
Campaign. 
 
A Day of Celebration: Three Grand Opening Ceremonies 
On November 14, the opening of the new West Lincoln Memorial Hospital was celebrated through three 
meaningful ceremonies, allowing every group that contributed to this achievement to participate.   
 
 
 
At 10 a.m., hospital and foundation staff, physicians, 
volunteers, and frontline teams gathered for a 
celebration recognizing their dedication and resilience.   
 
 

 
 
At 2 p.m., elected representatives from the provincial 
and federal government, municipalities, and the region 
joined hospital and foundation leaders and the 
construction team from EllisDon to officially mark the 
opening of the new hospital.   
 

 
 
At 5 p.m., donors were welcomed for a special 
celebration that followed refreshments at the 
Foundation House. This gathering honoured the 
generosity and belief that made the new WLMH 
possible.   
 
 
 
These three ceremonies reflected the wide circle of people who fought for, funded, and ultimately 
delivered a new hospital for West Niagara. 
 



Voices From the Grand Opening 
Each grand opening ceremony featured leaders whose reflections captured the significance of this 
historic milestone. 
 

Tracey MacArthur, President & CEO, Hamilton Health Sciences 
“Hospitals are not just where people work and live and share their lives. They are 
anchors of a community, and nowhere is that more present than here.” 
She spoke of the deep connection to the former WLMH building and celebrated the 
promise of the new, highlighting major advancements such as an eighty percent larger 
facility, single inpatient rooms, double the surgical capacity, and a modern Emergency 
Department with trauma and pediatric zones. 
“You, the people standing in this space, are the real builders of this hospital.” 

 
Catherine Duffin, Site Director, West Lincoln Memorial Hospital 
“From blocked pipes to things falling off walls, it was time. I am grateful for everyone 
who kept the old building going while we prepared for this one.” 
She emphasized that WLMH’s new facility is extraordinary, but its greatest asset 
remains its people and its culture. 
“We will not lose who we are. Our culture of community, collaboration, and 
commitment is coming with us into this new hospital.” 
 
Dr. Joan Bellaire, Chief of Family Medicine 
“We have cared for our community through good times and difficult ones with one shared goal: 
compassionate, neighbour-to-neighbour care.” 
 

Doug Ford, Premiere of Ontario 
“With a 24/7 ER, expanded capacity and state-of-the-art equipment, the new West 
Lincoln Memorial Hospital is a game-changer for the people of West Niagara, giving 
families peace of mind knowing that world-class health care is available close to home.  
Our government will continue making historic investments in health care across the 
province to ensure families can access the services they need, when and where they 
need them.” 
 

Sam Oosterhoff, MPP for Niagara West 
“Today is a big day for West Niagara. The opening of the new West Lincoln Memorial 
Hospital has been highly anticipated by local residents and frontline staff since Premier 
Ford announced the commitment to rebuild in 2018.  I am grateful to have been able to 
help get this life-changing project across the finish line, together with community 
advocates, municipal leaders, determined volunteers and a dedicated patient care team 
who have worked so hard to make this a reality.” 
 
Jeff Jordan, Mayor – Town of Grimsby 
"The opening of the new West Lincoln Memorial Hospital in Grimsby is more than the unveiling of a 
building — it is the realization of a shared dream. It stands as a symbol of hope, unity and perseverance, 
built by a community that refused to give up. It is not only a place where generations are born, healed 
and cared for, but where the community continues to grow stronger for the future. Together, we have not 
just built a hospital — we have strengthened the very heart of West Niagara." 
 
Sandra Easton, Mayor – Town of Lincoln 
"The opening of the new West Lincoln Memorial Hospital marks a historic moment for our entire region. 
This state-of-the-art facility reflects years of collaboration, advocacy and shared vision across West 
Niagara. For the residents of Lincoln, it represents not only access to exceptional health care close to 
home, but also an investment in our growing, vibrant community. On behalf of Council and the Town of 
Lincoln, I extend our deepest gratitude to our provincial partners, Hamilton Health Sciences and everyone 
who championed this project from the very beginning." 
 



Cheryl Ganann, Mayor – Township of West Lincoln 
"It is truly an honour to celebrate the grand opening of the new West Lincoln Memorial Hospital. Many 
hands and many voices made this momentous day possible, and I am filled with gratitude for every single 
person involved. From the Premier and our local MPP to the Hamilton Health Sciences staff, from the 
West Lincoln Memorial Hospital Foundation team to the driving force that was our community members 
— it took unwavering commitment from all of us to see this project come to fruition. I am so proud to say, 
we did it." 
 
Randy Reymer, EllisDon 
“This milestone is the result of hundreds of individuals whose work and commitment will be evident to 
every patient and visitor for years to come.” 

 
Dean Allison, Foundation Chair (2002 – 2005) & MP for Niagara West 
“This new hospital represents the very best of what can happen when a community 
stands together with determination and purpose. As someone who helped lead the 
first capital campaign more than twenty years ago, and as your Member of Parliament, 
I am incredibly proud to see this long-awaited promise fulfilled. This is a defining 
moment for West Niagara, and it shows what we can achieve when we work together 
for the common good.” 
 

Andrew Smith, Foundation Chair (2005 – 2008) 
“Doesn’t this new West Lincoln Memorial Hospital look absolutely fantastic, modern, 
welcoming, and built with the community in mind. I’m incredibly proud and excited to be 
here for the grand opening, celebrating this milestone alongside so many passionate 
supporters.  This new hospital is a testament to the direct impact our donors have on 
our quality of care!  Today, we celebrate not just a building, but a shared achievement!  
Thank you for being part of this journey, and for helping us build a healthier future for 
generations to come.” 
 
A Celebration of Hope, Gratitude, and Healing 

As the new West Lincoln 
Memorial Hospital opens its 
doors, it stands as a testament 
to what a community can 
achieve when it believes, 
gives, and works together. 
This is more than a hospital, it 
represents gratitude, 
community strength, and a 
promise for generations to 
come.  Looking ahead, our 
work continues. The 
Foundation remains 
committed to supporting the 
hospital through ongoing 
equipment renewal, 
innovation, and programs that 
ensure exceptional care for 
families close to home all with 
the continued support from 
donors such as yourselves.  
This hospital was built through 
partnership and our 
partnership with Hamilton 
Health Sciences has been 
instrumental in bringing this 
project to life. 
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